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Free heart surgeries for poor

P. Samuel Jonathan

GUNTUR: Gone are the days

when people thought twice
before stepping into Govern-
ment hospitals for major sur-
geries. The newly built
state-of-the-art Podila Pra-
sad GMCANA Super Special-
ty and Trauma Care Centre
on the premises of GGH has
become the new address for
heart surgeries for people
who cannot afford expensive
treatment at corporate hospi-
tals.

A unique model of Public-
Private-Partnership between
the Government of Andhra
Pradesh and Sahrudaya
Health, Medical and Educa-
tional Trust founded by noted
heart surgeon A. Gopalak-
rishna Gokhale is making it
possible for BPL families to
have heart surgeries free of
cost at GGH, Guntur.

“We have completed 50
surgeries, including Coronary
Artery  Bypass  Grafting
(CABG), popularly known as
bypass surgeries and valve re-
placement surgeries so far.
The facility is proving to be a
boon for poor families. We
thank cardio thoracic sur-
geon Gokhale and his team
for making this possible,” Su-
perintendent, GGH , T. Ven-
ugopala Rao told The Hindu
on Sunday:.

A meeting will held on
Tuesday evening (August 4),
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GGH Superintendent T. Venugopala Rao at the
modular operation theatre on the premises of the
Podila Prasad GMCANA Super specialty trauma
care centre in Guntur. - PHOTO: T. VIJAYA KUMAR

marking the completion of 50
heart surgeries in the new fa-
cility in which Health Minis-
ter Kamineni Srinivas would
be taking part.

At present, only families
holding - Arogyasri cards/
white ration cards were being
provided the facility but soon
the facility would be thrown
open for all, said Dr. Venugo-
palaRao. &

The surgeries were being
done at the Modular Oper-
ation Theatres built with as-
sistance from Rotary Club of

Stockton, USA.
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The new super speciality

block was a gift from the '

alumnus of Guntur Medical
College, who raised Rs.30

crore for the project. An NRI

doctor Podila Prasad contrib- =

uted Rs.5 crore,

The Government of And- °

hra Pradesh entered into a -

Memorandum of Under- R
standing (MoU) with Sahru- -

daya Medical Trust in March,
2015 and since then, 50 sur-
geries have been done at
GGH, Guntur.
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