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Green channel helps heart travel
- 25km in 4 mnts for car driver

First Heart
Transplantation
Successful In
| Guntur GGH
: mmdp@m
Guntur: In a ﬂr-st.h'z Andh-

ra Pradesh, a heart trans- ¥

plantation surgery was
performed successfully at
the Government General
Hospital (GGH) here on
Friday. }

But for that, life in the
heart of Guntur cametoa
grinding halt as a convoy
of traffic cops and ambu-
lances rushed through
the congested Railpet Ro-
ad where the GGH is loca-
ted opposite the railway
station at nearly 100 km
speed to save the life of a
car driver suffering from
afailing heart.

The rare surgery that
lasted five-and-a-half ho-
urs was performed by a te-
am of professionals hea-

LEASE OF LIFE: Officlals carrying
the heart of the brain dead person for
transplantation at Guntur GGH on Friday

10l the authorities
8 ' shifted the heart of
a brain-dead Ima-
dabathini = Yedu-*
kondalu from NRI
Hospital at Manga-
lagiri to GGH wit-
hin 14 minutes by
coveringadistance
of 25 km by ensu-
ring a ‘green chan-
nel’ so that the life-
saving transplant
could be -carried
out smoothly.

The ambulance
drove at lightening
speed from Manga-

ded by Padma Shri recipi-
ent Alla Gopala Krishna
Gokhale. The surgery,
which began at 11.30 am,
ended at 4.45 pm. “One of
the very critical surgeries
was successfully comple-
ted at GGH,” exclaimed a
Jjubilant Dr Gokhale. He
said they would keep the
patient, Uppu Yedukonda-
lu (38), under watch for
another 72 hours.

With the helpof police,

lagiri, sometimes

touching 110 kmph. Regu-

lar traffic was stopped at
intersections to give it an
uninterrupted passage.
“The challenge lay in
transporting the organ at

theearliestsothat thelife- |

saving transplant could
be carried out. A human
heart can be preserved for
only up to four hours,” a

medical expert explained.
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The travails of Uy
Yedukondalu, who haj.
from Prathipadu in Guntur

 district, began seven years
ago when he was diagnosed
Wwith a serious cardiac ail-
ment and doctors told him
that hea_rt transplantation
Was the only option for his
survival. He was found to
have deVEIODed cardiomyo-
pathy which makes it hard
forﬂilie ll)lgda;t to deliver blood
o the and can
failtne lead to

Poor finances were an-

other impediment for him.
His hopes rekindled when
Dr Gokhale began perform.
s surgeries in GGH
SIX months ago. He met the
doctor and - Yedukendalu’s
hame was registered as a
brospective heart recipient
with Jeevandan Foundation
being run by NTR Univer-
sity of Health Sciences,

Dr Gokhale has been
tracking for donors and the
wait was over when
the family members of

15 o e
ON FAST-TRACK: The ambul
dead patient naceae th..

ance,
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_Yet andther feather
“In Guntur GGH ca

b N IFr
The family members of Up ‘
Yedukondalu who undefwtfnt
heart transplantation

brain-dead patient Yedukon-
ggu came foxxmrd to donate
organs, rediitar
Singh Nagar in Vija =
Yedukondalu was critically
in a road accident
;-';st V?f:lkaggrmhedmm
ospital where doctors
clared him brain-dead. 1
_ GGH, the biggest hos-
pital in government sector
in both Telugu states, thus
became the only fifth gov-
ernment hospital to have
performed a heart trans-
plantation in the country,
Social  welfare minister
Ravela Kishore Bahy and
district collector Kantilal
Dande congratulated Dy
Gokhale and his team.




